Summer Reading for 10th Grade
The following list of books is a resource for you to explore over the summer. This list is
comprised of books you will read throughout the course of next year.

To Kill A Mockingbird -- Harper Lee
One of the best-loved stories of all time, To Kill a Mockingbird has been translated into more
than forty languages, sold more than forty million copies worldwide, served as the basis for an
enormously popular motion picture, and was voted one of the best novels of the twentieth
century by librarians across the country. A gripping, heart-wrenching, and wholly remarkable
tale of coming-of-age in a South poisoned by virulent prejudice, it views a world of great beauty
and savage inequities through the eyes of a young girl, as her father—a crusading local lawyer—
risks everything to defend a black man unjustly accused of a terrible crime.

Endurance: Shackleton’s Incredible Voyage -- Alfred Lansing
In August 1914, polar explorer Ernest Shackleton boarded the Endurance and set sail for
Antarctica, where he planned to cross the last uncharted continent on foot. In January 1915, after
battling its way through a thousand miles of pack ice and only a day's sail short of its destination,
the Endurance became locked in an island of ice. Thus began the legendary ordeal of Shackleton
and his crew of twenty-seven men.
For ten months the ice-moored Endurance drifted northwest before it was finally crushed
between two ice floes. With no options left, Shackleton and a skeleton crew attempted a nearimpossible journey over 850 miles of the South Atlantic's heaviest seas to the closest outpost of
civilization. Their survival, and the survival of the men they left behind, depended on their small
lifeboat successfully finding the island of South Georgia--a tiny dot of land in a vast and hostile
ocean.
In Endurance, the definitive account of Ernest Shackleton's fateful trip, Alfred Lansing
brilliantly narrates the harrowing and miraculous voyage that has defined heroism for the modern
age.

God Grew Tired of Us: A Memoir -- John Bul Dau and MIchael S. Sweeney
"Lost Boy" John Bul Dau’s harrowing experience surviving the brutal horrors of Sudanese civil
war and his adjustment to life in modern America is chronicled in this inspiring memoir and
featured in an award-winning documentary film of the same name. Movingly written, the book
traces Dau’s journey through hunger, exhaustion, terror, and violence as he fled his homeland,
dodging ambushes, massacres and attacks by wild animals. His tortuous, 14-year journey began
in 1987, when he was just 13, and took him on a 1,000-mile walk, barefoot, to Ethiopia, back to
Sudan, then to a refugee camp in Kenya, where he lived with thousands of other Lost Boys. In
2001, at the age of 27, he immigrated to the United States. With touching humor, Dau recounts
the shock of his tribal culture colliding with life in America. He shares the joy of reuniting with
his family and the challenges of making a new life for himself while never forgetting the other
Lost Boys he left behind.

This Boy’s Life -- Tobias Wolff
This unforgettable memoir, by one of our most gifted writers, introduces us to the young Toby
Wolff, by turns tough and vulnerable, crafty and bumbling, and ultimately winning. Separated by
divorce from his father and brother, Toby and his mother are constantly on the move, yet they
develop an extraordinarily close, almost telepathic relationship. As Toby fights for identity and
self-respect against the unrelenting hostility of a new stepfather, his experiences are at once
poignant and comical, and Wolff does a masterful job of re-creating the frustrations and cruelties
of adolescence. His various schemes - running away to Alaska, forging checks, and stealing cars
- lead eventually to an act of outrageous self-invention that releases him into a new world of
possibility.

Freedom’s Children: Young Civil Rights Activists Tell Their Own Stories -- Ellen S. Levine
In this inspiring collection of true stories, thirty African-Americans who were children or
teenagers in the 1950s and 1960s talk about what it was like for them to fight segregation in the
South-to sit in an all-white restaurant and demand to be served, to refuse to give up a seat at the
front of the bus, to be among the first to integrate the public schools, and to face violence, arrest,
and even death for the cause of freedom.

